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Saudi Arabia has paid about $1 billion to Saudi Binladin Group, its biggest construction
company as part of the kingdom's e‐†orts to help the laid-o‐† migrant community to cope
with job loss.

Last month, the Binladen Group was paid between $800 million to $1.1 billion so that the
††rm could "honour unpaid wages," the Wall Street Journal reported. The family-owned
††rm is involved in construction projects such as the Holy Mosque expansion in Mecca
and building Riyadh's ††nancial district.

Saudi Arabia releases $1 billion to help laid-off
Indian migrant workers: Report
The money is part of the kingdom's e‐†orts to help the migrant community cope with non-
payment of salaries and job losses.
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Indian labourers work at the construction site of a building in Riyadh November 16, 2014
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Saudi government employees feel
the pinch; salaries, bene††ts reduced
by 20%

Saudi Arabia plans to impose
income tax on foreign workers:
Report
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The payments were being made so that
thousands of idled labourers (the migrant
workforce) could a‐†ord to leave the kingdom.
In the last one year, payments have been
slowed down as Saudi Arabia's oil revenue
diminished.

A spokesperson of the Saudi Binladen Group
con††rmed the payments were made, but

refused to provide further details, 

Saudi Oger, another construction company, which is run by a Lebanese family, is on the
verge of bankruptcy. It has failed to pay its employees and laid-o‐† workers, bankers
familiar with the company's situation were quoted as saying by the publication. However,
it is uncertain if Saudi Oger also received payments from the government.

In other news, it was reported that the government of Saudi Arabia, last week, lowered
salaries of the public sector employees by 20 percent and cut bene††ts since lower oil
prices hit the kingdom's economy. The government will also not hire new employees for
government-funded jobs until the end of the current ††scal year (which will end in
December).

The issue of Indian workers not getting paid was ††rst highlighted on July 30 when
Sushma Swaraj tweeted that 10,000 Indian nationals, who had not been paid salaries for
several months, were facing a "food crisis" in Saudi Arabia.

Thousands of Indian workers had lost their jobs due to a slowdown in Saudi economy.
Since then, most of the workers have been brought back to India.
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IDS 2016: Modi Govt o††cially
announces amount collected from
tax defaulters
The four-month Income Declaration Scheme
(IDS) 2016 closed on September 30.
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Rafale jets may arrive earlier than
expected, says Defence Minister
Manohar Parrikar
The minister said India has requested France
to deliver it as soon as possible.

Spectrum auction: Combined bids
fetch Rs 53,531 crore on day 1
The telecom operators showed high interest
in the 1800 Mhz spectrum band, which is
used for delivering 2G/4G services.

UAE crown prince Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan as
R-Day guest signi††es India-UAE
trade tiesIndia o††cially announces that UAE crown
prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan will be 2017 Republic Day chief
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Aishwarya Rai, Tamannaah,
Kareena, Saif Ali Khan and many
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Kareena Kapoor Khan, Saif Ali Khan, Rana

Akshay Kumar, Alia Bhatt at
Women's Self Defence Centre
graduation day
Celebs like Akshay Kumar, Alia Bhatt, Aditya
Thackeray at Women's Self Defence Centre
graduation day.
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